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Thank you for your interest in the innova-
tive online Master of Science in Nursing 
(M.S.N.) Program at Nova Southeastern 
University. Here you will find some brief 
information about our university, the 
Health Professions Division, and the 
Nursing Department, followed by infor-
mation about the online M.S.N. Program 
tracks and the Post-M.S.N. Certificate 
Program. Additional information and a 
program application are available through 
our Web site at www.nova.edulnursing. 

Nursing Department 
The mission of the Nova Southeastern University 
Nursing Department is to educate the health care 
leaders of tomorrow through the provision of quality 
and innovative teaching and learning environments. 
This mission is fostered within an interdisciplinary 
Health Professions Division promoting an atmosphere 
of respect within which students may evolve as broad-
ly educated, responsible, and accountable profession-
als dedicated to the principles of lifelong learning. 
Master of Science in Nursing Program 
The online Master of Science in Nursing (M.S.N.) 
Program is a postbaccalaureate program that 
prepares the registered nurse with a bachelor's 
degree in nursing for practice in the areas of educa-
tion, business administration, health law, or publici 
community health. Admission criteria include a B.S.N. , 
R.N. , minimum GPA of 3.0, and two years of health 
care experience for full-time study. Those with less 
experience in health care may begin study part time 
with permisSion of the program director. 
The four program tracks---education, business administra-
tion, health law, and publidcommunity health-are 
offered completely online, with the exception of a summer 
week on campus for the heatth law track and a clinical 
practicum in publidcommunity health. All tracks can be 
completed in 42 semester credit hours or less. 
Master of Science in Nursing Tracks 
All M.S.N. students take foundational courses together 
in such subjects as advanced nursing theory, research, 
and ethical issues. Students also take courses 
specific to their desired field of study-nursing educa-
tion, business administration , health law, or publicI 
community health. These courses are taught at the 
appropriate school by experts in the field of nursing 
education, business administration, health law, or publicI 
community health. All tracks conclude with a capstone 
project, putting learned information into practice. 

• M.S.N. NURSING EDUCATION 
This program prepares the nurse with or without 
teaching experience for the role of nurse educator. 
In addition to master's degree-level foundational 
nursing courses, cDursework includes development 
of curricula, instructional strategies, learning style 
evaluation, assessment of learning and teaching, 
online course development and exploration of 
contemporary issues in nursing education. A final 
capstone project provides the student with the 
opportunity to apply what has been learned in the 
real-world setting. 
Graduates of the M.S.N. nursing education track 
will have the ability to 
• incorporate teaching, learning, and nursing 
theories in the development, implementation, and 
evaluation of nursing education programs 
• design curricula, instructional strategies, and 
evaluation methods for nursing education 
• evaluate self in the role of nurse educator, 
recognizing strengths and identifying opportuni-
ties for improvement 
Who should apply? 
Nurses interested in teaching nursing or currently 
teaching and seeking to expand their knowledge of 
nursing education 
• M.S.N. BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
This program prepares the experienced nurse for 
entrepreneurship or health care administration 
roles. In addition to master's degree-level founda-
tional nursing courses, coursework includes 
accounting, business finance, management and 
leadership, and human resources management. 
A final capstone project provides the student with 
the opportunity to apply what has been learned to 
a real-world setting. Dual-degree enrollment also is 
available leading to an M.S.N.lM.B.A. degree. 
Graduates of the M.S.N. business administration 
track will have the ability to 
• use current finance, management, and human 
resource concepts to develop, administer, and 
evaluate a nursing system in a contemporary 
health care agency 
• evaluate concepts of organizational behavior 
relevant to nursing business administration 
• apply concepts of organizational development 
to the practice of nursing business administration 
in the context of current nursing and health 
care systems 
• evaluate self in the role of a nurse adminis-
trator or entrepreneur, recognizing strengths and 
identifying opportunities for improvement 
Who should apply? 
• nurse entrepreneurs seeking to expand their 
businesses or nurses who want to start their 
own businesses 
• nurses in health care administration or aspiring 
to positions in health care administration 
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• M.S.N. HEALTH LAW 
This program prepares the experienced nurse for 
roles in risk management, legal consulting, and 
long-term care as well as other roles in which 
health law is of paramount importance. In addition 
to master's degree-level foundational nursing 
courses , coursework includes legal research 
methods and reasoning; administrative law; law 
of licensing, accreditation , and patient rights; and 
risk management. A final capstone project provides 
the student with the opportunity to apply what has 
been learned in a real -world setting. Dual-degree 
enrollment also is available leading to an M.S.N.! 
M.H.L. degree. 
Graduates of the M.S.N. health law track will have 
the ability to 
• understand the importance of risk management 
programs for health care institutions 
• develop interventions related to clients ' rights 
and advocacy 
• apply the concepts of administrative law and 
federal governmental programs in nursing 
• apply knowledge from the Institute for the Study 
of Health Law while participating in legal research 
and reasoning 
• evaluate self in the role of a nurse working in 
health law, recognizing strengths and identifying 
opportunities for improvement 
Who should apply? 
Nurses employed in, or seeking future employment 
in, health law, quality/risk management, or long-
term care 
• M.S.N. PUBLIC/COMMUNITY HEALTH 
This program prepares the experienced nurse for 
roles in public/community health leadership. Along 
with allowing nurses to enter the field of public/ 
community health , advanced specialty education 
through this M.S.N. track increases leadership and 
career advancement opportunities for practicing 
public/community health nurses. In addition to 
master's degree-level foundational nursing cours-
es, coursework includes public/community health 
nursing, epidemiology, epidemiological surveil-
lance, environmental and occupational health, as 
well as a public health elective relative to a specific 
population of interest. A 660-hour practicum in pub-
lic/community health nursing comprises the clinical 
component of this track. A final capstone project 
provides the student with the opportunity to apply 
what has been learned throughout the program 
under the guidance of a faculty mentor. Dual-
degree enrollment also is available leading to an 
M.S.N.lM.P.H. degree. 
Graduates of the M.S.N. public/community health 
track will have the ability to 
• apply the core functions of public health to 
the community 
• apply epidemiological principles and biostatistical 
analyses to the community 
• work with the underprivileged population to 
improve health 
• implement plans to eliminate health disparities 
• work with governments and NGOs to improve 
world health 
• evaluate self in the role of a public/community 
health nurse, recognizing strengths and identify-
ing opportunities for improvement 
Who should apply? 
• public/community health nurses seeking career 
advancement 
• experienced nurses aspiring to positions in 
public/community health 
M.S.N.-prepared nurses are needed as leaders in 
public/community health. Preparation at the M.S.N. 
level in a track specific to the requirements of pub-
lic/community health allows public health nurses to 
better assess and assure the public's health. 
• POST·M.S.N. CERTIFICATE PROGRAM 
The Post-M.S.N. Certificate Program at NSU offers 
nurses already prepared at the M.S.N. level the 
opportunity to further specialize or change the 
focus of their career to nursing education . The pro-
gram is designed to allow the M.S.N.-prepared 
nurse to enter the field of nursing education at the 
clinical , community college , or staff development 
level. After completing this program and working in 
the field , the M.S.N.-prepared faculty member can 
take the national certification exam (CNE). 
Who should apply? 
Nurses holding the M.S.N. degree who 
• wish to become faculty members 
• teach but have not had coursework in 
nursing education 
M.S.N. Program Admission Requirements 
The M.S.N. Program is open to applications from 
registered nurses with bachelor's degrees in nursing 
from accredited programs (GPA 3.0 or higher) and 
with two years of health care experience. For complete 
admission requirements and application and evalua-
tion forms, visit our Web site: www.nova.nsulnursing. 
Post·M.S.N. Certificate Program 
Admission Requirements 
The Post·M.S.N. Certificate Program is open to 
applications . from registered nurses with master's 
degrees in nursing from accredited programs. For 
complete admission requirements and application 
and evaluation forms, visit our Web site at www.nova 
.edulnursing. 
Accreditation 
The M.S.N. Program is accredited as of Apri l 8, 2006, 
for a period of five years by the Commission on 
Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE) , One Dupont 
Circle, NW, Suite 530, Washington, DC 20036·1120, 
telephone number: (202) 887·6791. 
Tuition and Fees 
Tuition and fees are set yearly. Contact the 
Nursing Department or access our Web site for 
current rates. Contact the Financial Aid Department 
at www.nova.edulcwislfinaid for information on finan-
cial assistance. 
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